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ffeJList of foreign patents which will -be'„' !the"'subjecjt fpf ajf§| 
review* has been compiled. -fThese patents are based jmly * $BHp 
upon inventions made through the efforts of the Research ~c?.' 
'and Development Department. 'Patents issued to other' t areas 
*p>f Philip Morris such as ASR and Engineering have not been 
[Included, v^lhe primary function of this review is|to weed 
lout any foreign patents that are no longer of interest in 
border to save periodic annuity cost that must be paid in 
jnany foreign countries to maintain active patents 

perhaps some background material may give you a"better " 

|tnsight into our increasing portfolio of foreign"patents.^ 
lifter we “file for a U.S.'patent on one of our inventions/ 


ie must consider whether it is worthwhile to file jcdrres- 


ifponding foreign applications. “This consideration.must be 
jtymade six or seven months after we file in the U.S^fl'pince.il 
>iBit is necessary to file a corresponding application in most 
^foreign countries within one year from the U.S.ffiling “date. 
||£huSj we foreign file even before we know whether,a U.S. 
.^patent will be granted on the invention. It is not unusual ^ 
jfto'be denied a U.S. patent and still receive Various foreign 
*J|patent8 on the same invention because of differences "in the 
Ipatent laws between the countries involved. <j0ou "can see 
j^this illustrated from the review list where in'some instances 
<;ho U.S. patent was issued yet we may have several foreign 
'.patents on the Identical subject. .>„ f 
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be costly. >A general rule 


The initial foreign filing can be costly. >A general rule 
: of thumb places the average cost between $450 to $500 per 
country. This varies upon the length of the application, 
translation fees, local taxes, local filing fees, local agent's 
fees, etc. ’These fees must be paid before we even know whether 


we can obtain the foreign patent. 
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A number of countries have a graduated system of annuity 
fees that take effect usually when a patent is granted. While 
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M these f««t are not too expensive for a given patent* l 

the total fees for all of our foreign patenta for any IMP 
~W 'r given year can be Sttbatantlal and this ia the reaaon we 111 



W ’ given year can be Sttbatantlal and this ia the reaaon we Ijfj 
liter■/>-wiah to eliminate unnecessary annuity fees based apon oar' 

V : ,tecoomendatiooe from the foreign patent review. Some 
;‘v^ r ; .countries have no annuity fees and* naturally* we would Wi, 
Inot abandon our patents in such countries. 

«*f.fea$Tbo'patent review'sheets give in’ identification nosber/'S®^ 
‘ :? l the inventor's nans* a brief description of the invention, n 




v and information relating to the U.S. application. If the r-ftv •■**»•’** 
0.8, patent has issued, a copy of the patent ia included a;^v. ? 
with the review sheet. v- ■ • -.■■* * t - • ■ *;> ■ 

The list of countries in the left hand column represents 
those countries where we most often file and does not mean 
we have patents in all of these countries. If you look 
under the column set forth as (effective date), you will " 
see various dates which designate a patent has issued In 
the country found in the first column. The two right hand 
columns set forth the latest figures for 1966 and 1969 re¬ 
ceived from our attorneys on the cost to maintain a par- ■ 

Ciculsr patent in the designated countries. These cost 
figures are included only to give you a general idea of our 
expenditures. In those cases where a patent has Issued and 
no fees are cited either the grace period before the annuity 
payments begin has not elapsed or that particular country 
doea not require annuity fee payments. . 




Our review covers all R & D Department foreign patents 
which have issued on corresponding U.S. patent applications 
that have filing dates during or before 1966. We have made 
an arbitrary decision to limit our review to cases where 


that have filing dates during or before 1966. We have made 
an arbitrary decision to limit our review to cases where 
the U.S. application has been filed for at least five years. 
Thia five year period should give us time to see how useful 
the invention will be end decide whether it is of eny fur¬ 
ther value to Philip Morris. If we have not used the 
invention within five years there would appear to be little 
reaaon to maintain any foreign patents by continued payment 
of the fees. Also, the annuity fees increase during the 
life of a patent and we would cut our cost before the fees 
increased towards the latter portion of the patent period. 


This list represents an accumulation of foreign patents 
Issued to Philip Morris during the last few years. Hopefully, 
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